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Suggested Syphilis Serology Testing Algorithm  
With Treponemal EIA as Initial Assay 

 
 

 

Treponema Pallidum Antibody (TP)  
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RPR Reflex                                                  
Run Automatically  

If TP Positive                                             
If RPR Positive 

 

 Consistent With Syphilis Infection 

If TP Positive                                                         
If RPR Negative 

 

Run  Treponema Pallidum 
Antibody by (FTA-ABS) for 

confirmation 

Test # 006379          

If TP Positive                                                         
If RPR Negative                                       

If TP Positive by FTA-ABS 

 

Probale Syphilis Infection 

(Past Vs Current; requires clinical 
correlation)  

If TP Positive                                                         
If RPR Negative                                       

If TP Negative by FTA-ABS 

 

Unlikely to be Syphilis; 

(If patient is at risk of early syphilis,  
re-test in one month) 

Negative 

 

Negative for Syphilis Antibodies 


